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works of William Sellers & Co., at Philadel-
phia; professor of mechanics at Franklin In-
stitute, Philadelphia; and non-resident pro-
fessor of engineering practice at Stevens In-
stitute, Hoboken. He was also an American
representative on the International Niagara
Commission. He was an earnest student of
photography, began making photographs by
artificial light in 1873, produced many im-
provements in the art, and invented a kine-
matoscope.

Sellers, Matthew Bacon (1869-1932),
American aeronautical engineer, was born in
Baltimore. He engaged in research work in
the field of aerodynamics; invented one of
the lightest aeroplanes made; and discovered
the method of determining the lift and drift
of arched surfaces by means of the wind tun-
nel. He was a member of the U. S. Naval
Academy Board from 1915,

Selma, city, Alabama, county seat of
Dallas co., on the Alabama River. Selma is
the center of a large cotton-growing and
farming region, and has extensive cotton and
cotton-seed oil industries. Other manufactur-
ing interests are foundries and machine shops,
railway repair shops, a large grist mill, en-
gine and boiler works, and manufactures of
machinery. It was a Confederate supply de-
pot during the Civil War, and in April, 1865,
surrendered to a Federal force under Gen.
J. H. Wilson; p. 19,834.

Selmeczbanya (German Schemnitz), tn.,
capital of the co. of Hont, Hungary; an old
mining town and is situated in the Hungarian
Ore Mountains in a deep ravine surrounded
by lofty mountains. It has a picturesque
ruined castle of the thirteenth century, a fa-
mous academy of mining and forestry found-
ed in 1760, a later castle, and a town hall.
Gold, silver, lead, copper, and arsenic are
mined, and there are potteries famous for
their pipes; p. 16,500.

Seltzer Water, is properly an aerated
mineral water obtained from the spring at
Oberselters in Hesse-Nassau, Germany, but is
generally artificially prepared. The chief in-
gredients are bicarbonates of sodium, of cal-
cium, and of magnesium, with sulphate of
potassium, and smaller quantities of other
ingredients, the whole being aerated with
carbon dioxide. It is valuable medicinally
where an alkaline water is required.

Selves,   Justin   Germain   Casimir   de
(1848-1934), French public official, was suc-
cessively  director of  posts  and telegraphs
(1891-6), prefect of the Seine (1896-1911)
and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Catt-

aux Cabinet (1911-12}, His period in the
Foreign Office was marked by the crisis in
the negotiations between France and Ger-
many over Morocco beginning with the Aga-
dir Affair, and settled by the Franco-German
agreement of 1911.
Selwyn, Alfred Richard Cecil (1824-
1902), English geologist, was director of the
Geological Survey of Canada from 1869 to
1894. He edited and contributed extensively
to the Geological and Natural History Survey
of Canada (19 vols., 1869-94).
Semangr, an aboriginal people of the Ma-
lay Peninsula belonging to the Negrito race.
They are dark brown or black in color, be-
tween 4^ and 5 ft, in height, with closely
curling brown-black hair. The people are no-
madic in their habits, and dwell in caves or
leaf shelters.
Semaphore, an instrument for signalling
with one or two movable arms at the head of
a pole, the various positions of the arms de-
noting numbers, letters, or other meanings.
Semaphore signals may also be made by the
motions of a man's arms, with or without
flags in his hands. The signs denote numbers
as well as letters, so that messages may be
transmitted by code or spelling. In the U. S.
Navy all seamen are instructed in signalling.
Semaphore signals are used in the U. S. Army
and Navy, and they employ the same code.
For day work the machine consists of a ver-
tical bar with two arms pivoted at the top.
The bar is capable of rotation, so that the
sender may face the receiver and thus pre-
vent a misunderstanding of the displays. A
short fixed arm projects to the right of the
bar to indicate the direction in which the
signal is being sent. The machine is usually
painted black, and the movable arms are op-
erated by levels placed at a convenient height.
For night work, electric lamps are mounted
along the arms and bar.
The hand semaphore, which is very rapid,
is much used by both army and navy for
short distances. The naval flags are usually
of blue, 12 to 18 inches square, and have a
white square in the center, but other colors
are used. The staff is about 2 ft. long. Army
flags are 18 inches square, and are orange
with a scarlet center, or scarlet with an or-
ange center. The subsidiary meanings at-
tached to certain displays are frequently
changed, and in time of war the whole code
may be recast from time to time.
The general instructions for signalling are
in substance as follows: To call a station or
vessel: Make 'attention* call and call letter oi